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Willingham Scrapbook 1897 to 1990 

Facts, Features and (occasional) Fallacies 
reported in Cambridge Newspapers 

summarised by 

David Stevenson 


Most of these stories originally appeared in the Cambridge Daily/Evening/News or the 
Cambridgeshire Weekly News, its sister title. 

They are supplemented by some articles published in the 
Cambridge Independent Press or Cambridge Chronicle 

Most were featured in my ‘Looking Back’ column in the Cambridge News from 1996-2014 

The complete ‘Cambridgeshire Scrapbook’ of which this is a small section is published online at 

bit.ly/CambsCollection 

I have digital and other copies of most of the stories summarised. 

I hope to publish these online one day. If you would like them in the meantime then please get in 

touch. 

The original volumes are housed in the Cambridgeshire Collection at Cambridge Central Library 
where there are many other indexes dating back to 1770. 

They also have detailed newspaper cuttings files on over 750 topics that have been compiled since the 

1960s. 

Newspapers sometimes get things wrong. 1 copy things out incorrectly. Do check 
There are a multitude of spelling and layout errors. Please forgive or correct them 
News never stops but this file was finished on 31 August 2016. 

1 will maintain supplements and corrections - contact me for anything you need 
Please make what use of these notes that you may. Kindly remember where they came from 
See my website - www.mikepetty.org.uk for further notes. 

Mike Petty, Stretham 
2017 
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Willingham Scrapbook compiled by David Stevenson 


Wednesday June 18 th 1897 

Willingham is preparing to celebrate the longest reign Queen Victoria's Diamond 
Jubilee) by a feast to the whole village in the form of a meat tea, to be partaken in 
the open air (weather permitting) under the shade of some noble elm trees in the 
north end of the village. Provision is being made for 800 adults and 400 children 

Thursday 10 th December 1898 

Few things are of greater utility and have more influence for good on village 
populations than the village institute. The public hall at Willingham is an institution 
that has thoroughly justified its existence, and to add still further to the many 
attractions of the place they have resolved upon a scheme for providing a piano. The 
question has been taken up right earnestly, and it is to be hoped that before long the 
worthy object will have been realised. 

Tuesday 11 th April 1900 

Amongst the Baptists at Willingham a serious split has arisen. The members of the 
church are arrayed against the ordinary members of the congregation as to whether 
only members of the church could act in the appointment of a pastor, or whether the 
congregation had a voice in the matter. The dispute was submitted to the president 
of the Baptist Union. 

Monday 15 th May 1900 

Harriet Few of Willingham was fined 5s. for driving a cart without a light at 
Longstanton. Defendant: I shall not pay; I’ll go to gaol. I think it is rather hard for a 
woman to go to work all the week and be stopped by a policeman simply because 
she had no light attached to her cart. I am not willing to pay this money. I do not 
consider that I was doing wrong, and I will go to gaol. How long will it be? 

Tuesday 6 th June 1900 

Though somewhat premature, the rejoicings at Willingham for the fall of Pretoria 
were hearty and enthusiastic. On the receipt of the morning papers the call bell was 
set going and the ringers were soon in the church tower ringing merry peals. All the 
flags and bunting as displayed on the relief of Mafeking were again brought out. In 
the evening Kruger in effigy was taken round the village in a cart and made 
continually to bow to the crowd of followers. At the conclusion of the procession the 
effigy was covered with tar and burnt on the green 

Wednesday 9 th May 1901 

Willingham was the scene of a destructive fire. In High Street, near the church, was 
a substantial two-storeyed house and a shop occupied by Mr F.C. Watson who 
carried on the business of a grocer and provision merchant. These premises are now 
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a complete ruin, burnt out as completely as any building could be. In place of the 
neat house and shop are piles of blackened and scorched debris. 

Monday 24 th September 1901 

Magistrates refused to renew the licence of the George and Dragon, Willingham. 
They were told it had five bedrooms and stabling for 14 horses but there was no 
sleeping accommodation for guests, only one of the five bedrooms was furnished 
and that was occupied by the landlord and his wife. The White Hart, 105 yards away, 
had seven bedrooms and stabling for 12 horses. There were 16 licensed houses and 
it was not required. The Pampisford Brewery said that since 1876 there had been 
only one conviction for selling beer outside hours and presented a petition signed by 
many residents. 

Tuesday 9 th April 1902 

Willingham Parish Council have written to Addenbrooke's Hospital concerning a case 
of measles which it says was sent into the village from the hospital some six weeks 
since, by which means an epidemic of measles has resulted and at least two deaths 
caused. They accuse the Hospital authorities of a grave error of judgement and 
request steps be taken to prevent such an occurrence in future. 

Monday 2 nd May 1905 

Willingham is one vast flower-garden, and as the flowers are nearly all of the purest 
white, they present the appearance of heaps of fallen snow. There are hundreds of 
acres of plum trees in splendid bloom, a sight worth going miles to see. Apples and 
pears are also giving signs of an abundance of bloom 

05 04 22d 

Thursday 1 st September 1905 

At Willingham the labourers go to work at seven o’clock in the morning and work until 
eleven. Then he has his luncheon (or ‘docky’ as he calls it) and begins again at 
noon, working for another four hours when his day’s work is done. He does not 
necessarily work until four for he has to get to his home then and leaves in such time 
as to allow him to arrive comfortably. Likewise if his work lies at a distance from his 
cottage he does not get to his place at work at seven but leaves home at that hour. 
But he doesn’t get high wages. 

05 08 26d # c.22 # c.32.1 

Monday 26 th September 1905 

A fire of gigantic proportions in Willingham completely destroyed 14 stacks. The 
services of the village fire engines were requisitioned but one was found to be out of 
order and practically useless. The fire was seen from Ely and hundreds of people 
arrived from surrounding villages. Had the wind been in the south a large part of the 
village would have been razed to the ground 
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065 09 1 9 # c.34.75 

Friday 29 th June 1907 

The Milkmaid was one of 13 licenced houses in Willingham and they could do away 
with half of them, magistrates were told. But there were 100 acres of market gardens 
all round where a great many men and girls were constantly employed and some 
came to the house for lunch. The trade had increased since the King William was 
closed and now did over a barrel a week 

Thursday 24 th January 1908 

Canada has many miles of fertile land only awaiting the plough and the harrow, the 
farmer and the fruit grower to yield an abundance of food to the world and increase 
the wealth of those who can and will work. For labourers of the ‘right stuff there is 
plenty of work, good homes and good wages. There is no room for fellows who won’t 
work but unlimited opportunities for men who will, meetings at Cambridge Guildhall 
and Willingham were told. Emigrants should contact Mr A. Suttle, 109 Fitzroy Street, 
the agent for Canada 

08 01 17d & e 


Wednesday 5 th August 1909 

Fisher Webster of Willingham was connected with Robert Sayle and Co for nearly 40 
years. Fie took charge of the shipping business of their London branch in Aldersgate 
Street and became their agent after they gave up their London house. He was well- 
known locally and used to ride out regularly on an old-fashioned tricycle. He had 
much to do with the china trade and his supply of anecdotes was inexhaustible. 

09 07 30 

Wednesday 26 th August 1909 

Since the opening of the Willingham Baptist Tabernacle, 35 years ago, the 
congregation has had to be content to sing their hymns to the accompaniment of an 
American organ. Now they have a new organ built by Porritt & Sons of Leicester 
which is blown by a petrol engine. At the opening shopkeepers closed their 
establishments at midday and people crowded in from near and far 

CWN 09 08 20 

Tuesday 10 th November 1909 

Fire broke out close to the chimney of an old thatched house in Church Street, 
Willingham occupied by Joseph Housden. It quickly spread to the adjoining house, 
also thatched, tenanted by Mrs B. Wilson, who keepers a drapery and grocery shop. 
The two houses were doomed but the amateur firemen with the parish engine 
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devoted their best efforts to preventing the flames spreading & fire hooks were found 
very useful. All that now remains is a heap of ruins. This is the second case within a 
few weeks of old thatched property in the village being destroyed by fire 
CEN 09 11 12 

Tuesday 8 th December 1909 

While a young woman was busily engaged at the back of her house in High Street, 
Willingham, she heard an ominous sound as if the roof was giving way. She rushed 
into the open, just managing to get out of the door when the roof and walls 
collapsed. Fortunately, though frightened, she sustained no injury, but had she been 
a moment later she must have been seriously hurt 

CWN 09 12 10 

28 January 1910 

A large party of youths, women, girls and boys from Willingham and Over visited 
Swavesey on Saturday night and greatly disturbed people. They carried flags and a 
loaf of bread on a fork. They shouted, knocked and rang at the doors of 
Conservatives, but in two instances visited wrong houses. They tried to pull down 
flags. At Boxworth End they took a farmyard gate from its hinges and threw it into a 
garden. The arrival of the aged farmer on the scene prevented further damage 10 01 
28g 

18 th February 2010 

Willingham novel use for snow plough - 1 0 02 1 8e 


12 th April 1910 

Two young men returning to Willingham from Haddenham on Saturday evening by 
the nearest route across the fens had an anxious and exciting walk. The night was 
intensely dark and they had difficulty keeping the proper path. With the aid of 
matches they managed for some time but soon the last match was struck. Then they 
reached a bridge over a drain. First one and then the other stepped over the side 
and dropped into the water. At length they struck the right track and reached home 
weary and wet. 1 0 04 1 5e 

29 th April 1910 

A decently-dressed woman called at a Willingham baker’s shop and inquired about 
some respectable lodgings. She was recommended to apply at Mrs W. Ellwood’s in 
Newtown. Thither she went and was provided with supper of bread and cheese 
before retiring to bed. Next morning Mrs Ellwood set out breakfast and then left to 
draw her old-age pension. On return she found the woman had had breakfast, 
washed up and put away the cups and saucers and then disappeared. Nothing was 
disturbed in the house. The police have been informed but can find no trace of the 
guest. 10 04 29 
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29 th April 1910 

A Willingham labourer was charged with stealing £40 in gold from his mother. His 
parents had gone to work leaving him alone in the house and the money under the 
mattress of the bed. The neighbour saw the lad with a handful of gold and a search 
revealed it had gone. Police discovered he had been showing a lot of gold in a public 
house at Longstanton before leaving for Cambridge by train. When arrested at the 
Compasses lodging house in East Road he said “They should not leave the money 
lying about in the house. I told her I should do her one. She always scrapped the last 
penny out of me and is always cadging money of me” 10 04 29c 

6 th May 2010 

Under the new Midwives Act no woman can habitually attend women in childbirth 
unless she is certified. There were 54 midwives on the register of whom 30 were 
trained. Ten of the untrained women were between the ages of 65-75 and might 
need replacing before long by reason of death or infirmity. There was only one 
trained midwife at Willingham and an untrained woman at Landbeach. There were 
none at Isleham, Burwell, Wicken, Upware, Milton, Cottenham, Swavesey or Histon. 
Some mothers can afford the fee of a medical practitioner but are unable also to pay 
the full fee of a skilled nurse and so may turn to unregistered women 1 0 05 06b & c 
# c.21 .1 

13 th May 1910 

There was great excitement in Willingham on Sunday at the report that the Rectory 
had been broken into and a large crowd collected outside the gates. It appears that a 
rough-looking man of the tramp class had made his way there as soon as the rector 
and household had gone to church, one maid only being left in charge of the house. 
When she discovered that food was missing from the larder Police Constable Breed 
was promptly informed. He found a man in a shed in a grass field in Long Lane. 10 
05 131 

20 th May 1910 

It would be desirable if a scheme of scavenging could be devised for Cottenham, 
Willingham and Fulbourn where some of the houses are situate in confined areas. 
There being no proper sewer, the pail system of closet is largely in use and the 
contents of the pails are frequently emptied with the house refuse in one corn of the 
small yards adjoining the houses and frequently cause a nuisance injurious to health 
10 05 20a 

Friday 24 th May 1910 


Ingle Thoday florist and fruit grower of Willingham sues seed company - 1 0 05 27e 
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Friday May 31 1910 

Willingham church tower is not haunted, although some people thought it was the 
other night. They heard some mysterious noises as though chains were being 
dragged along. They stood and wondered and shivered with fear. The noises 
ceased; then came a sound as of a door opening and closing, and the frightened 
group prepared to run away. Whilst the were hesitating the sexton came towards 
them and told them he had been winding the clock 10 06 03h 

Monday Oct 04 1910 

The housing situation in Willingham is truly deplorable. In several cases a man with 
his wife and two or more children are living in a two-roomed cottage. One man 
complained the rooms were so small he could scarcely get into them and another 
was unable to get married as he could not get a house to which he could take his 
bride. In one house a father, mother, wife’s father, two grown-up sons, a grown-up 
daughter and four children were herded together in three rooms. How any sort of 
decency can be maintained under such conditions it is difficult to imagine? No 
wonder dozens of young men are emigrating to the colonies 10 10 07b 

Tuesday Oct 11 1910 

Relations and friends arrived in Willingham for the annual and much-looked-forward- 
to Feast. During the afternoon the yearly parade of the Friendly Societies marched 
round the village with the band of the People’s Mission bringing up the rear. Young 
men collected on behalf of Addenbrooke's Hospital. The week has been given over 
to gaiety. Thurston’s motor roundabouts and shows, swings, stalls etc were greatly in 
evidence but the weather was unfavourable and many visitors from surrounding 
villages were kept away -10 10 1 4d 

Jan 17 1911 

The observance of Plough Monday in Willingham has degenerated into parties of 
boys calling at houses and asking for coppers. This year an old custom has been 
revived. A party of young men, wearing top hats decorated with ribbons and carrying 
whips dragged a plough round the village. On their way they met an old ploughman 
and on his declining to assist them financially, they harnessed him to the plough and 
he drew it for some distance. He was soon released but not before he had afforded 
much amusement to the onlookers and the young men - 1 1 01 13j # c.39 

Jun 13 1911 

Four baptised by immersion at Willingham Tabernacle - 1 1 06 09b 

Oct 17 1911 
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Sunday was the first day of the annual Willingham Feast and the village was visited 
by the largest crowd on record during Feast-time. The chief interest centred in the 
Salvation Army and the People’s Mission bands who kept the village in a lively state 
from early morning until nine o’clock at night. There was a procession of 2,000 
persons accompanied by an army of collectors wearing Addenbrooke's Hospital 
sashes who visited every house. In the evening the usual service was held in the 
Tabernacle, every inch of standing room being occupied 11 1 0 1 3a 

Jun 25 1912 

Willingham house struck by lightning - 12 07 21 d 

Oct 11 1912 

Willingham Feast has been a ‘full’ one. The Green was packed with attractions 
including Thurston’s cinematograph show, roundabouts, ostriches, shooting galleries 
and a joy-wheel which caused great fun and was fully appreciated. Sunday being the 
first day of the feast special services were held by the People’s Mission. The local 
band was assisted by a mission band from Cambridge and a large number of people 
were attracted to the open-air gatherings. Collections were taken on behalf of 
Addenbrooke's Hospital 1 2 1 0 1 1 h 

Oct 11 1912 

Willingham school heating apparatus; new school at North Hill similar to that at 
Stetchworth - 1 2 1 0 1 1 e 

Nov 19 1912 

Willingham Tabernacle has a reputation for activity which puts it amongst the 
foremost Nonconformist institutions in the county. Since 1909 a new organ has been 
fitted and now electric light has been installed with fifty-one metallic filament lamps of 
high efficiency all over the building. The electricity supply is derived from a dynamo 
driven by the Crossley petrol engine which was installed some time ago for the 
purpose of blowing the organ. The work was carried out by Messrs Lack of 
Cottenham at a cost of £1 70 (£1 5,700 now) 12 11 08e & f 

20 Dec1912 

Edward Few of Willingham was a successful corn merchant and always to the fore in 
every good cause. He was a prime mover in the building of the Baptist Tabernacle 
and with Mr I.F. Thoday led the movement which resulted in the foundation of the 
British School which was built in 1856. One of the original members of the 
Cambridgeshire County Council, he retired as an Alderman only when advancing 
years made it impossible for him to attend and also served on many village and 
drainage bodies. His loss will be greatly felt. 12 12 20aa 

CIP 20 February 1920 
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At a meeting held on 3 February, the War Memorial committee accepted an estimate 
from Messrs T Robinson & Sons, Runcorn for the erection of a rustic grey Celtic 
Cornish granite memorial (height 1 6 feet 6 inches) for the sum of £1 97. 

The inscription and the names of the fallen will be an extra charge. It was agreed 
that permission be asked of the Parish Council to erect the memorial in the 
Cemetery Ground. The cash in hand was £21 7 5s 6d which included a donation 
from Mr Jethro Few of Jamaica of £3 3s. 

The Cambridge Chronicle and University Journal 5 January 1921 page 7 

Colonel G L J Tuck C.M.G. DSO on Sunday unveiled a handsome memorial cross to 
the memory of the heroes of Willingham who fell in the Great War. 

Thursday 6 th December 1926 

Two houses were destroyed as a result of a fire which broke out at Willingham. A 
young man named Cecil Denson noticed a fire at the back of a house in Church 
Street occupied by Walter Munns and found that a beam of an outhouse and the 
thatch was on fire. The alarm was raised and the occupants taken to safety, some of 
the furniture also being removed. Willingham Volunteer Fire Brigade turned out but 
soon the house was ablaze, as was another thatched house next door occupied by 
Mrs Hopkins, a widow. 

Friday 25 th January 1927 

Additional County council expenditure on first-class roads is due to increased heavy 
traffic seriously damaging the roads. This is particularly evident when the subsoil is 
clay. The council is to contact the Minister of Transport for an additional grant. To 
widen an existing metalled carriageway one foot would cost £270 per mile. It was 
agreed that the road from Willingham to the county boundary near Earith, and from 
Over church towards Willingham should be declared to be main road. 

Friday 9 th August 1927 

Mr Lloyd George’s tour in the rain of some of the Cambridgeshire smallholdings was 
evidence of his anxiety to gain first-hand knowledge of the problems faced on the 
land today. He described as “marvellous” the development of the holding of Mr David 
Easy, who started with three-quarters of an acre and now has 200 acres and a herd 
of 30 cows. Tea, taken at Mr Street’s farm at Landbeach was “like a family party” and 
Mr Lloyd George found considerable interest that some of the articles placed before 
him for consumption were home grown or home made. The tour continued to 
Cottenham and Willingham. 

Tuesday 31 st December 1927 

The Ortona motor buses had a terrible time in the blizzard. Two buses were stuck in 
snowdrifts out Newmarket way, one near Teversham corner, a Willingham bus on 
the Huntingdon Road near the Five Bells, a Caxton bus near Toft and a Saffron 
Walden bus near Whittlesford station, where they remained many hours. Another 
bus got nearly to Sawston before it got stuck and had to be dug out and the Fulbourn 
bus could only get as far as the Robin Hood, Cherry Hinton. Relief gangs were sent 
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to the rescue of the stranded vehicles and they were being dug out and coming 
home one by one. 

Thursday 20 th March 1928 

A remarkable story of how a Willingham flower and fruit grower took a farm at 
Whittlesford in order to get his two sons set up in farming and lost £2,600 over it, 
was told at the Bankruptcy Court. In 1881 he’d set up as a nurseryman and flower 
and fruit grower and bought additional land, but lost a considerable sum in a malting 
business in Ware. In 1920 he set up his two sons as farmers at Whittlesford New 
Farm. The cause of his failure was four barren seasons through the weather. 

Thursday 17 th April 1928 

At Cambridgeshire magistrates court two Willingham men were convicted of stealing 
potatoes from their employer, farmer Thomas Langan, and each fined 1 0s. A London 
motorist was convicted of not having a road fund licence at Hauxton; the last licence 
had expired in June 1927; fined £10. A Dry Drayton man pleaded guilty to using a 
wireless set without a licence; he was unaware he needed one for a crystal set; fined 
10s. Two Cottenham men were convicted of riding bicycles without lights and fined 
7s.6d. 

Tuesday 6 th April 1929 

Four cottages, barn and outhouses gutted at Willingham; big blaze at Teversham; 
week-end blazes at Lt Shelford and Kneesworth - CDN 1 .4.1 929 

Monday 6 th September 1929 

Flies half an inch thick in Willingham district - CDN 31 .8.04 

Tuesday 18 th April 1931 

Alderman Harry Gleaves Few was born at Willingham in 1848 and spent long years 
in the service of his village: he was a founder of the Star Benefit Society, Building 
Society, Water Company and Village Hall and one of the builders of the Willingham 
Baptist Tabernacle. He was in business as a corn merchant and became an expert 
in fen drainage. During the Great War he served on the Military Tribunal with his 
eyes open for the country’s need of both soldiers and farm workers. 

31 04 10 i j k 

Wednesday 4 th April 1932 

Astonishing examples of hardship to farmers were cited at a tithe payers meeting at 
Willingham. There was an agricultural depression with Norfolk farmers going 
bankrupt at the rate of one a day. Land worth £25 an acre in 1 925 was not worth £5 
today, yet the same tithe had to be paid on it. At recent sales of farmers’ goods a 
dozen sheep had been bought for 2s 6d (1 2p) and a tractor for 2s (1 Op). It is 
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impossible to get blood out of a stone, but it is possible to smash it - and that was 
the attitude of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 

32 04 06 a& b # c.22 

Wednesday 12 th December 1932 

Growers assembled in large numbers when manufacturers of spraying machines 
demonstrated their products at Willingham. Kidd and Sons showed ‘Mist-spray’ 
power sprayers, Jeeps and Easy demonstrated ‘Mortegg’ spraying mixture while 
F.W. Peacock of Cottenham had a good display of ‘Niagara’ dusters suitable for 
greenhouses and rose bushes. 

32 12 16b &c 

Thursday 13 th December 1932 

Over Town Hall was packed to hear plans to send all children over eleven years of 
age to Willingham School. Needless to say, no part of the scheme was received 
favourably by the audience, which included ladies who did not hesitate to express 
their opinions. The discussion was occasionally somewhat heated: the road was 
almost impassable at certain times and would be dangerous for the 50 children 
cycling to and fro twice a day. If they had to buy a meal it would be an extra charge 
on a family budget 

32 12 16d 

Tuesday 13 th July 1949 

Yesterday was a typical hot-weather day in the life of the Cambridgeshire fire 
service. They had no fewer than nine calls, mostly to grass fires. They went to a fire 
at Church St, Willingham where a heap of manure had caught alight. At 6.1 9 pm a 
call was received from the Willows, near Barnold crossing, Waterbeach, where there 
is a considerable quantity of peat land. The railway embankment there has been 
alight for about a month now and the fire brigade was called to prevent it from 
spreading to the crops. The firemen were out all night and were still there this 
morning 

Wednesday 5 th January 1950 

Willingham Water Company will be asked if it will sell its undertaking to Chesterton 
Rural District Council. As the company was not a statutory water undertaking it could 
not be compelled to take its mains on to the Willingham housing site at Over Road - 
although they were prepared to take it to the site’s office. The Company said that at 
the moment they are definitely not prepared to sell. 

Tuesday 18 th January 1950 

A system of floodlighting to facilitate football training on dark evenings was 
inaugurated on the recreation ground at Willingham. Floodlights for this purpose are 
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an entirely new departure in this district and was provided by the village football and 
supporters club at a cost of over £1 20. The Secretary of the County Football 
Association suggested the next thing to better the ground would be the erection of a 
stand. “This club has risen from humble beginnings to be one of the soundest in this 
county”, he said 

Wednesday 20 th June 1951 

A modern automatic telephone exchange will be brought into service at Willingham. 

It will enable subscribers to obtain calls on Cambridge and 1 8 other exchanges 
without the assistance of the operator. At the same time the post office proposes to 
introduce the 999 scheme for emergency calls from the Willingham exchange. 

Monday 22 nd April 1952 

The County council and landowners in Landbeach, Cottenham and Willingham have 
objected to their land being included in an internal drainage district of the Great Ouse 
River Board. . Cottenham was well served by ditches, drains and gravity drainage, 
but they were not kept in a proper state. The only way was to put them under a 
drainage district. But the County claimed that the additional cost of the drainage rate 
on their smallholdings would increase the rate throughout the whole county. 

Thursday 9 th May 1952 

Members of 250 Field Squadron Royal Engineers demolished 24 trees of up to 15- 
feet circumference at Overmere Way Farm, Willingham. The trees were lifted bodily 
out of the ground. This required large charges set under the roots, many of them in 
water. Many trees required as many as four charges in each to ensure that the roots 
would be pulled out with the trunk. The farmer, Mr Granger, wanted to make two 
fields into one and needed the trees dividing them to be removed. Fie showed his 
appreciation by providing much-needed liquid refreshment. 

Tuesday 6 th August 1952 

Jubilee celebrations were held at Rampton Free Church Mission Hall. Mr William 
Coles said he could clearly remember the laying of the foundation stone and the 
opening ceremony. Rampton held an important place in village life around it. It was 
squeezed between two villages, Willingham and Cottenham, but like a jam tart, the 
best is always in the centre. 

Thursday 25 th March 1954 

Papworth Everard will not get a warden to guide children to the village school. Traffic 
was reasonably heavy & is faster than it need be but there is a speed limit on the 
road which can be enforced. It is also intermittent; you can wait ten minutes without 
anything passing through at all. Every village wanted a warden and many, such as 
Willingham, had more need of one. They should be encouraged to provide their own 
voluntary wardens. 

Thursday 13 th January 1955 
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A builder appealed for permission to erect a house on land adjoining Willingham 
Green, Weston Colville. There had been cottages on the site that were demolished 
some time ago. He was willing to give a piece of land to construct a lay-by so that 
vehicles could park off the road, which was not a busy one. But the planners said 
that it was on a dangerous bend, if granted they could not refuse permission to 
anyone else and houses would spring up on either side. 

Tuesday 8 th February 1955 

Customers at the Three Tuns’, Willingham continually asked for ‘shorts’, the 
licensee, Percy Collett, told magistrates when applying for a full licences instead of 
his existing beer-only one. It was one of the better houses and the demand for wine 
and spirits justified it. The application was granted after police had no objections. 
The licence for the ‘Ringers Rest’ in the village was temporarily transferred from 
Vivian Hadden to Arthur Sewell. 


Friday 9 th December 1955 

Mrs Glover lived a full life. She was born in 1875 at Willingham and was entered for 
Girton College but instead went to Berlin and studied German and music. She 
married Terrot Glover, a Fellow of St Johns College and entertained undergraduates 
to large tea parties, as was usual at that time. She helped start the Tipperary Club 
for young mothers during the Great War. Later she developed a special tenderness 
for the old and forgotten. She also worked with the Cambridge Tapestry Company 
and won high praise from Queen Mary. During the war she was a billeting officer and 
found room in her own house for many evacuees. 

55 12 09b-d 

Monday 20 th February 1956 

A Roman ‘rubbish pit’ has been unearthed in The Stacks field at Willingham. Michael 
Hopkins made the discovery when fragments of pottery were brought to the surface 
by a tractor-drawn plough. The dumps or pits are where the housewife of the day 
would dispose of broken earthenware. It is the sixth to be found on the site and has 
yielded pottery of various types 

56 02 20 # c.43 

Tuesday 28 th March 1956 

The bell of Willingham county school, silent since 1 939, will again summon pupils to 
their lessons. Its tolling will mark the centenary of the opening of the school built in 
1856 by voluntary subscriptions and labour. An exhibition will be staged contrasting 
modern teaching methods with those of bygone days. The school is appealing for old 
exercise books or class photographs that shed light on its history. A new flag has 
been designed and will be flown on a new mast that is being erected in the ground 
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56 03 23 

Wednesday 14th January 1973 

Willingham's new £7,700 recreation ground pavilion was opened on Saturday. The 
new brick- built pavilion replaces an old wooden one built in the 1920's. The new 
building incorporates a main club-room, dressing rooms, showers and canteen 
facilities. Chesterton Rural Council have also paid to have public conveniences 
included in the rear 

Tuesday 29 th August 1975 

Willingham is a happy village. Mr Frank Rule, an owner of Berry Croft stores, 
attributes this to there being a good mix of long-established residents and go-ahead 
newcomers who are genuinely interested in what goes on. Next month the new 
primary school will be opened succeeding one built by the parish about 1856. Its 
future is undecided. Some residents think it should become a village hall, there is 
none at present. 

Wednesday 25 th October 1975 

Willingham mothers have dismissed as “rubbish” suggestions that they cause traffic 
jams by gossiping outside the village primary school. A Parish Councillor claimed 
they turned up at the school half-an-hour before the children were let out to have “a 
chinwag”. One mother said traffic did get very bad at Thodays Close, but “it is 
because there are a lot of cars”. Head teacher Mr Roy Goodwin said: “there is a lot 
of traffic for ten minutes, but within ten minutes the whole area is clear” 

Monday 27 th November 1975 

A 1 ,000-signature protest petition is being sent to the Charity Commissioners by 
residents who are campaigning against the sale of the old primary school at 
Willingham - disused since pupils moved into a new primary school in September. 
Willingham Social Club wants to turn the school into a social centre because its 
present base - a small wooden hut on the opposite side of the road - is in poor 
condition, but the trustees claim that under existing trust rules they have no option 
but to sell. 

Friday 28 th May 1979 

Lightning struck Willingham windmill and started a fire in straw round the base of the 
1 50-year-old mill. It came during a sudden thunderstorm and one terrific thunderclap 
shook doors and windows all around the village. But it was not until two hours later 
than a passer-by noticed the charred and smouldering wood of the sail and raised 
the alarm. Mr Ray Cattell, aged 73, who owns the mill which has been in his family 
for generations managed to douse most of the fire at the base but it took firemen 
with a turntable ladder to tackle the still smouldering sail about 60 feet above the 
ground. They had to remove about a third of the sail because it had been weakened 
by the lightning. 
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Monday 20 th June 1980 

A group called ‘Survival Shelters’ from Willingham have designed their own nuclear 
shelter. It comes in kit form and is designed to give protection for six people from the 
effects of a 20 mega-ton bomb. The price of the plans and booklet is £9.50 but it 
would cost up to £15,000 to install. So far 300 have been sold but Cambridge City 
Council has not yet decided whether planning permission would be required. 

Monday 5 th December 1980 

The oldest known painting of St Etheldreda, the patron saint of Ely Cathedral, has 
been discovered on the wall of Willingham parish church. The 13 th -century wall 
painting is one of a series of fine murals which are being restored. There are only 
two other known paintings of the saint and this predates them by at least a century. 
The key to its identification is an unsightly red rash below her face which represents 
a tumour she had on her neck 

80 1 1 28a 

Wednesday 10 th September 1958 

The old smock windmill at Willingham is grinding corn again whenever the wind 
blows strong enough to send the big sails on the move. For the last two years Ray 
Cattell had despaired of finding someone to make the necessary repairs to the back 
of the two remaining sails, for such craftsmen are practically non-existent. But the 
problem was dealt with by young Graham Wilson, one of the many visitors, who has 
just spent his holiday doing the job. 

58 09 02a 

Apr 19 1960 

Mr M.A. Manning owns 1 1 1 acres of horticultural land at Willingham - a striking 
development from the single acre with which he started 33 years ago. Now he has 
become the first fruit grower to benefit under the new Horticultural Improvement 
Scheme. Joseph Godber of the Ministry of Agriculture visited him to say they will 
help fund two new refrigerated chambers for storing fruit. Mr Manning also hopes to 
get funding for a new packing shed and grading and washing equipment. 60 04 21a 

Cambridge Daily News 17 th May 1960. 

Before a large crowd at Histon, Willingham defeated St Andrews by 3 goals to 
nothing to win the Creake Charity Shield. Bert Rutherford opened the scoring and 
completed his hat trick before half time. 

Willingham have had a great season winning the Cambs League (Premier Division) 
Championship, the Cottenham Cup, the Willingham Cup and the Creake Shield. 

Their league record was Played 22, won 18, drew 2, lost 2, goals for 102, goals 
against 45 and points won 38. 
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The team was: 

T Jakes, A King (captain), J Few, R Few, C Collett, and S Elsome, D Elsome, J 
Smith, R Papworth, B Rutherford, and J Elsome. 

May 17 1960 

There was grave concern at the serious water shortage in Willingham where the 
supply was old and inadequate for modern needs. Some houses are completely 
without water for many hours during the day and growers cannot irrigate their 
glasshouse plants. The trunk main passed near the village and the Ramsey Board 
had agreed that a supply could be taken from it to relieve the problem until the 
system was overhauled and both the quantity and the pressure brought up to a 
reasonable standard. 60 05 13a 

May 24 1960 

The shortage of water at Willingham is entirely due to people using it for irrigating 
their smallholdings, says Chesterton RDC. There is more than adequate for 
domestic needs but all last summer it was run away on the land night and day. When 
people wanted to fill their kettles and have a wash in the morning there was none to 
be had. The irrigation lines were wasteful - they did not just watered plants but in 
between rows as well. 60 06 01 

Wednesday 4 th March 1984 

George Webb Flaulage, which started over 40 years ago, are willing to move 
anything. Now they have moved themselves from Willingham to new offices in 
Longstanton. Two years ago Marshall’s of Cambridge rang to ask why they did not 
use British trucks. When they heard the Webbs’ specialist needs were not catered 
for they arranged a meeting with the manager of Leyland trucks. The resulting 
vehicle is now in production at the Scammell factory. 

Thursday 2 nd July 1984 

Cattell’s mill in Willingham closed down in 1967 and although the machinery is in tip- 
top condition, the same cannot be said of the wooden exterior. Now 79-year-old 
former millwright, Ray Cattell plans to restore it with the help of Graham Wilson from 
Over. His father ran the flour milling business until the First World War, when he 
switched to milling grain for livestock. The mill needs four new sails - one was 
destroyed after lightning struck it five years ago 

84 07 03 


Jun 21 1985 

Cambridgeshire County Council is to buy Mare Fen at Swavesey to conserve it as a 
breeding ground for rare birds, stopping a drainage scheme which threatened to 
destroy the nationally-famous wet grazing meadows. The controversy started five 
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years ago when the Anglian Water Authority announced a scheme to prevent 
frequent flooding in Swavesey, Over and Willingham. This would have involved 
ploughing Mare Fen up for cereal growing. Now it will be left out of the scheme 
without affecting the rest. 85 06 21 

Cambridge News 25 May 2016 

The Willingham war memorial is one of 7 Cambridgeshire war memorials given listed 
status, which means they must be looked after and kept in good condition. 
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